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Graduate from
Looking at The Bible
as a Children’s Book

FOR MANY, the Book of Jonah is nothing else
but a simple children’s story.

Admit it. When we hear the word Jonah, the first
thing we think of is Whale. (Note: The Bible does not
say whale. It was a mistake of the translator of the
King James Version.)

Believe me, Jonah is not a children’s story.

By the way, this is not just a problem for Jonah. This is a problem for the
entire Bible. Many think the Bible is a collection of simple bedtime tales with
moral lessons: “And the moral of the story is... be a good boy... be a good girl.”

Here’s the truth. The Book of Jonah is one of the most sophisticated, complex,
intricate writings in all of the Scriptures, jampacked in one-and-a-half pages,
crafted by a brilliant Jewish author some 2400 years ago.

Sadly, people don’t see the profundity of Jonah.

Welcome to a brand new and exciting Feast talk series, Jonah.

By learning how to read Jonah, you I/l learn how to read the Bible the way
Jesus read His Bible.

Have a powerful Feast today!

May your dreams come true,

(5u drmty

Bo Sanchez
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Walking... Walking

LETTERS

Fay

HERE, Fr. Mark Demaneule walks to the altar onstage
at the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC)
Plenary Hall where he talks, yes, about walking. That is,
walking to share God’s Love and Divine Mercy especially to
those who need His forgiveness, page 3.

We also catch Feast Preachers
Bro. Audee Villaraza
and Bro. Didoy Lubaton walking
to Follow Him— their key
message at The Feast Special Big
Day last Sunday, pages 10-26.

Meet Bro. Vencent Mahusay,
walking on a street and Sis. Jasmin de la
Cruz, on the beach— the bright sceneries

well describing their new life as beneficiary of our Pag-asa
ng Pamilya Scholarship Foundation, pages 27-30.
Come, walk with us through The Feast Family.
And be very blessed! Randy Borromeo
Media Ministry
Executive Director
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Holy Mass

FR. MARK DEMANUELE
on the Gospel: John 20:19-31
Jesus Appears to His Disciples

ECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER

DIVINE MERCY SUNDAY

Excerpts...

The Second Sunday
of Easter is still part
of the octave Easter.
We also celebrate the Divine
Mercy Sunday. And this has
a huge significance when you
read the Gospel of today—
starting with the Introduction
Prayer and throughout
this Mass.

We will be listening and also meditating on the Divine Mercy of God.

In this Gospel, we have a very important moment: When Jesus institutes
the Sacrament of Mercy— the Sacrament of Confession— giving the power
to the apostles that they can go now and share the mercy of God in the confession
of the people wherever they are.

3 The FEAST May 1, 2022



Gospel Reading
by FR. BOB Mc CONAGHY

Gospel, John 20:19-31
19 In the evening of that same day, the first day
of the week, the doors were closed in the room where
the disciples were, for fear of the Jews. Jesus came
John 20:19:31 and stood among them.

He said to them, 'Peace be with you,'20 and, after
saying this, he showed them his hands and his side. The disciples were filled with joy at seeing
the Lord, 21 and he said to them again, 'Peace be with you. 'As the Father sent me, so am |
sending you.'22 After saying this he breathed on them and said: Receive the Holy Spirit.23 If you
forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven; if you retain anyone's sins, they are retained.24 Thomas,
called the Twin, who was one of the Twelve, was not with them when Jesus came.25 So the other
disciples said to him, 'We have seen the Lord," but he answered, 'Unless | can see the holes that
the nails made in his hands and can put my finger into the holes they made, and unless | can put
my hand into his side, | refuse to believe.'26 Eight days later the disciples were in the house
again and Thomas was with them. The doors were closed, but Jesus came in and stood among
them. 'Peace be with you," he said.27 Then he spoke to Thomas, 'Put your finger here; look, here
are my hands. Give me your hand; put it into my side. Do not be unbelieving any more but
believe.'28 Thomas replied, ‘My Lord and my God!'29 Jesus said to him: You believe because
you can see me. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet believe.30 There were many other
signs that Jesus worked in the sight of the disciples, but they are not recorded in this book.

31 These are recorded so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that
believing this you may have life through his name.

You have to understand how beautiful this moment
Is because there is a climax. On Holy Thursday, Jesus
instituted the Eucharist. He also instituted priesthood
and then in between there was the Resurrection
of Christ. Jesus raised from the dead after
He was crucified. And because of that,
today, He gives us another important sacrament:
Confession, the Divine Mercy, God’s loving mercy
for each one of us.

So this is the first point that | wish to share with
you. | wish all of you understand how much God loves
you, loves me. He gave us the means, the aid for us to
find comfort in the Eucharist, through the priesthood,
and in the Sacrament of Confession.
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The Good News

All this is the result of Christ dead on
the Cross, of Christ’s Resurrection and it
Is now the time for Jesus to let go. And
before He goes up, He wants to tell us
that He is still with you in the
Sacraments, in the Church, and “In the
Love that I have for you.”

Not only that. In the Gospel

of today, there are many points about
how much the Divine Mercy of God
showed to the people— to us—especially

to the apostles.

You have to remember, two days before this Gospel, what happened?
The apostles abandoned Him—they ran away, they went into hiding.
They abandoned Jesus.

But does Jesus abandon them? No. He comes at the midst of them and gives
them peace. Telling them, “I still love you... I still love you even though you sin.
Even though you ran away, [’m not going to abandon anyone.”

Isn’t this the mercy of God? Isn’t this the Good News that we, through the
Resurrection of Jesus, need to proclaim? Jesus doesn’t abandon anyone.

Jesus loves us unconditionally.

Even at the Cross, those who made Him suffer, those who killed Him,
did He come with an army to abolish them? No. He redeemed them from the
Cross. While He was dying, the people, the enemies there, instead of crushing
them, He redeemed them by His own hand— the Divine Mercy of God through
Jesus Christ.

Reading 1, Acts 5:12-16

12 The apostles worked many signs and miracles among
the people. One in heart, they all used to meet in the
Portico of Solomon. 13 No one else dared to join them,
but the people were loud in their praise.

14 and the numbers of men and women who came

to believe in the Lord increased steadily. Many signs

and wonders were worked among the people at the hands
of the apostles...

Acts 5:12-16
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Vessels of Mercy

And then we have Thomas today—
this poor doubting Thomas— he has got
a title. If there was a person who was
touched by the Divine Mercy,
it was Thomas.

Look what happened: Thomas was
mad. He was angry at God because early
on, he thought that God was going to do
what he thought is good for the people.

He was still disappointed with God so he was still with a lot of grudges against
Him: “If I don’t see Him or touch Him, I will never believe.”

But then Jesus comes again— practically comes for Thomas this time.

And imagine Jesus with a smile turning to Thomas and says, “Come, touch me.
It’s okay, touch me.”

Jesus humbly accepts the request of Thomas. Can you believe that?

God humbly stoops down in front of Thomas.

Because of God’s Love and Divine Mercy, Thomas makes the first
proclamation of who God is: “My Lord and My God!”

And that’s the result of the mercy of God.

My dear brothers and sisters, it’s our turn now. It’s us now who are being called
the Vessels of Mercy— because God filled us with His Mercy. Through His love,
we have already accepted and experienced the Mercy of God.

What is God telling us? “Go and do the same.”
He told that to the apostles. That’s why the institution of Confession
IS very important.

feast.ph Responsorial Psalm
| Psalms 118:2-4, 13-15, 22-24

2 Let the House of Israel say, 'His faithful love endures
forever....’

14 Yahweh is my strength and my song, he has been my
Saviour. 15 Shouts of joy and salvation, in the tents of the
upright, "Yahweh's right hand is triumphant, 22 The stone
which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone;
23 This is Yahweh's doing, and we marvel at it.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

His love ls evariasting!

24 This is the day which Yahweh has made, a day for us to rejoice and be glad.
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Share God’s Love and Mercy

Jesus is telling us, “Go, and share My
Mercy with the people.”

This week we can find one person and
share with that person the message of God’s
Love and Mercy for him. We will win back
that person.

Sometimes, with a simple smile,

a simple touch, we can get out of each other
—the same proclamation of
Thomas: “My Lord and my God, thank You that you showed me Your mercy
through my brother, through my sister, through the people around me...”

That’s what we are called for.

Remember, you are a Vessel of God’s Mercy and with that vessel, the more
you share with others, the more it’s going to be refilled. It’s not going to be empty.

Don’t be afraid that you might lose your bread. No. It’s going to be filled
with God’s unconditional love for all of us.

Let’s keep doing it, and let God show you how to be a merciful person in the
midst of so much anger, disappointment, frustration, anxieties in this world at the
moment. We need God’s mercy.

You might say, “But I’m not able to do it.”

I’1l finish with the words of Sister Faustina. When you cannot do it, use the
prayer of Sister Faustina: “Jesus, | trust in you. | cannot do it but | trust in you that
you’ll help me to do it.”

Amen.

Reading 2, Revelation 1:9-11, 12-13, 17-19

12 | turned round to see who was speaking to me,
and when | turned I saw seven golden lamp-stands
13 and, in the middle of them, one like a Son of
man, dressed in a long robe tied at the waist with a
belt of gold. 17 When | saw him, I fell at his feet as
though dead, but he laid his right hand on me and
said, 'Do not be afraid; it is I, the First and the
Last; I am the Living One,18 | was dead and look --
| am alive for ever and ever, and | hold the keys of
death and of Hades.19 Now write down all that you
see of present happenings and what is still to come.

Revelation 1:9-11, 12-13, 17-19
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Worship!

EXHORTATION

TISHA CARO: Church, we’re not done celebrating
Easter yet! Amen.

You see, it is said in Ephesians 2:4-6, “God is so
rich in mercy and he loves us so much, that even
though we were dead because of our sins, he gave us
life when he raised Christ from the dead. It is only by
grace that you have been saved for he raised us along
from the dead with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms because
we are united with Jesus Christ.”

Church, this new life is possible because of Jesus. So, let all who are in this
place who have been given breath, let’s praise Him. Let’s praise our King! We’re
going to sing about who He is and what He has done for us. Let’s sing together!

The name of Jesus Christ my King

8 The FEAST May 1, 2022



No longer | who live
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Special Talk
Follow Him

AUDEE VILLARAZA: Come on, put your hands
together. Somebody bring the praise to Jesus...

| remember a very good friend, Feast Preacher
George Gabriel Feast — remember him? He is all
the way now in New Zealand with his family.

George said to me, many years ago, he
attended an international conference, and he asked
a volunteer about a class — who the speaker would
be. And the volunteer said, “I actually don’t know.”

George asked, “Why?”

And then this guy said the most beautiful thing. He said, “It’s because it’s
not important who gives the message— what’s important is the message.”

Yes. And | want you to know that you did not come here because you
wanted to see Bro. Bo, or you wanted to see me, or you wanted to see Bro. Alvin,
or Bro. Tony, or our regular preachers here.

You came here because you love God. You came here because you want to
hear a message from God. That’s why we have prepared such a fantastic message
for you today And I hope that you get to lean in. Just lean in and let God speak
to you today.

Join me in praying our favourite prayer:

NOVENA TO GOD’S LOVE
Today, I receive all of God'’s Love for me
Today, | open myself to the unbounded, limitless,
overflowing abundance of God’s universe
Today, | open myself to Your blessings, healings, and miracles
Today, | open myself to God’s Word so | would become more like Jesus every day
Today, I proclaim that I am God’s beloved, I am God’s servant,
| am God'’s powerful champion
And because | am blessed, | blessing the world. In Jesus’Name. AMEN.

My dear friends, allow me to introduce my dear, dear friend who has
become part of my family, and | know you will be blessed by his message. | want
you to give the same warmth, the same love that you extend to Bro. Bo, to me,
every week, as we welcome, Bro. Doc Didoy Lubaton!
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DIDOY LUBATON: Please look into the
message, not into the messenger.
Altogether:
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.

Today’s one big message is:

FOLLOW HIM |

Reading from the Gospel
of Luke 5:1-11:

St. Luke says: 50ne day as Jesus was preaching on the shore of the Sea of
Galilee,[al great crowds pressed in on him to listen to the word of God. 2He noticed
two empty boats at the water’s edge, for the fishermen had left them and were
washing their nets. 3 Stepping into one of the boats, Jesus asked Simon,[I its owner,
to push it out into the water. So he sat in the boat and taught the crowds from there.

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish. ”

5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all last night and didn 't catch a
thing. But if you say so, I’// let the nets down again. ” ¢ And this time their nets were
so full of fish they began to tear! 7 A shout for help brought their partners in the other
boat, and soon both boats were filled with fish and on the verge of sinking.

8 When Simon Peter realized what had happened, he fell to his knees before
Jesus and said, “Oh, Lord, please leave me—I'm such a sinful man.” ° For he was
awestruck by the number of fish they had caught, as were the others with
him. 10 His partners, James and John, the sons of Zebedee, were also amazed.

Jesus replied to Simon, “Don 't be afraid! From now on you 'l be fishing for
people!” 11 And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.
— Luke 5:1-11 NLT

Wait a minute, this is the time when Jesus started His Ministry. If you go to a
few verses back, you’ll see how Jesus was baptized, the temptation of Jesus, how
Jesus was already performing miracles, teaching people.

But in Luke 5: 1-11, this is the first time He called disciples. He called Peter
— at this time, he was still named Simon. Let’s continue...
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Our Message Today

Let’s read Verse 4:

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

Remember what Jesus said to Simon at this time... And this is our message
for today:

10 Jesus replied to Simon, “Don’t be afraid! From now on you Il be fishing for
people!” 11 And as soon as they landed, they left everything and followed Jesus.

And God is speaking to you through this: “Don 't be afraid! From now on
you’ll be fishing for people!”

Imagine that. Feel that. That beautiful
Good News— the Gospel of the Lord.

Put your hands on your heart and have
this moment with Jesus:

Lord, You brought us again into this place
of commitment. Today, we hear Your call to
follow You. Speak to us some more. Disturb us
as needed. Break what You have to break. Build
what You have to build. Today, we’re Yours.
And forever. In Jesus ’Name we pray. Amen.

Let’s sing together as loud as we can.
Honor the Word:

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet

and a light unto my path.
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Endless Loop

Oh, yes, God is calling you today. What is your
response? It’s up to you.

How many of you have watched Doctor
Strange, the first movie? Okay? Spoiler alert.
Forgive me. But | want to use that today.

At the end of the movie, Doctor Strange faced
his biggest threat at that time. And it is the cosmic
enemy called Dormammu. Towards the end,

Dr. Strange was fighting him and Dr. Strange
found the ability to time travel—to loop time.
The power to use and control time. And so, that’s
the key how he was able to beat Dormammu.

Dr. Strange looped time.
And it was suffering. What do | mean?
If you’ll see through the movie,
Doctor Strange was there— dying
every single time, for almost an
eternity... There was a loop of dying,
and then going back to where they
came from, and they saw each other
again, and fighting again, and Doctor
Strange was just dying... then you know how the story ends...

But the endless loop... Sometimes, that’s how I feel when I wake up.
Wake up one day... Haay, Monday again... You wake up and you see your
husband or your wife again. You see your kids again. You see your dog again.
You see your bills again...

We had a Grand Easter Feast last week. Yeah... And it was beautiful.
And then the next day, I woke up...It’s Monday again. Oh yes, you are a preacher
yesterday, but you’re a doctor again today. Now, people need you. You have a duty
to your company, blah, blah blah...

Can you be honest with me and say, “I can relate to that?”

When there’s an endless loop of tasks, things-to-do lists... It doesn’t end.
It doesn’t end. It doesn’t end.

13 The FEAST May 1, 2022



Peter’s Problem

Looking at Simon Peter. Probably he must be
feeling that endless loop as well. You see, before he
met Jesus, he was a fisherman. And as a fisherman,
he needed to fish. But the context is different.

At that time, Israel was conquered by Rome.
And Rome was known for its majestic buildings,
for its glory. You know where that glory was coming
from? From taxes. And this explains how they were
able to build their massive infrastructures left
and right.

The ones that suffered most during that time, one
of them, were the Jews. Because they were conquered
by Rome, they had to pay a lot of taxes and their contributions built the empire.
For example, Terumah:

Terumah

support for priests who served in the Temple, but didn’t own any property.
According to rabbinic tradition, they gave a fortieth to sixtieth of their total produce for this cause

For a moment, | was thankful that I’'m paying less taxes than this one...
And there was also Machatzit Hashekel:

Machatzit Hashekel

annual donation given to sustain the salaries of judges and the maintaining of the Temple

For an ordinary fisherfolk, there were many forms of contributions as part
of the culture of the Jews. But remember, Peter, would you imagine the body of the
fisherman? Would you imagine the lifestyle of a fisherman? How early that man
has to wake up? And the manual labor... how energy-consuming that may be—
how your body is exposed to the sun, to the elements...

Could it be possible that Peter also felt an endless loop? You see, he had
to pay a lot of taxes, just like anyone else. And every day he had one goal: to fish,
to gather as much as he could, so he could cover for his tax deficit.
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Encountering Jesus

In Luke, it says Simon had to fish all night.
And he was at that point when Jesus asked him
to go to the deeper waters and fish again...

He replied:

5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard
all last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you
say so, I'll let the nets down again.”

How many of you can relate to that?
You work so hard, as honestly as possible,
to try to maintain your integrity, and doing all
this work— and yet you did not catch a break.
How many here want a break?

A breakthrough, not a break up.

You know, that morning, everything was about to change for Peter.
And if it happened to Peter, this morning, it could happen to you.

Remember? He was a fisherman. He met Jesus. Something happened in their
conversation. Afterwards, he wasn’t a fisherman anymore. He was a fisher of men.
There was transformation. There was a Good News. Peter was working hard for
fish. Peter was just trying to catch more fish. Peter was just trying to pay his taxes.

And God did not give him just fish. He caught a Lamb. The Lamb of God.
He had a new, renewed relationship. He had a new purpose.

| speak that to you. You coming out, seeing, being one with our Community
again. And if you are watching online, the same blessing comes to you— whether
you’re here or there. But I hope you can come here.

May we encounter Jesus with all our struggles, with all our bills to pay, with
all our sicknesses, with all our hurts. And once we encounter Jesus, we will never
be the same again. Amen.

Let me go back to the Bible verse:

4 When he had finished speaking, he said to Simon, “Now go out where it is
deeper, and let down your nets to catch some fish.”

Imagine that. Jesus asked them to cast their nets on the other side. Look,

He is a carpenter talking to a fisherman. It doesn’t make sense.
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Peter Said It So Well

5 “Master,” Simon replied, “we worked hard all
last night and didn’t catch a thing. But if you say so,
I’ll let the nets down again...

Peter had the passive, aggressive tone when
he said, “Look we already did it all night, and we
didn’t catch anything.”
But he recognized Jesus—mnot in his work
as a carpenter. Peter recognized Jesus as a Master.
As a Miracle Worker. As a Healer.
How do you see Jesus? Who is He in your life?
Today, you’ll never be the same again. Because
we believe the lesson here is, this:

LESSON

God will always supply us with
what we need.

As the song goes:
GOD WILL MAKE AWAY
Oh, God will make a way.Where there seems to be no way
He works in ways we cannot see. He will make a way for me
He will be my guide. Hold me closely to His side
With love and strength for each new day
He will make a way, He will make a way

| speak this to you: He will make a way. He will supply what you need.
Make Him Your Master.

You’ve been building your business for so long. You’re trying to make your
relationships work. You’re trying to recover from an illness. It’s like an endless
loop, an endless loop, and endless loop.

But once you encounter Jesus, here’s the difference... It is not when you
just attend The Feast. It is not when, you know, you say “Hi!” Enjoy. Ang saya—
it’s fun. But it is not just there.
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Receive Your Miracle

Something happened to Peter. A miracle happened for him because
of one thing. You know what’s that?

Peter, Simon at that time, followed Jesus. He followed the instructions
of Jesus. He was all ears...

You have doubts? You have doubts that you’ll be able to pay your bills,
you’re going to rise from your debts? You have doubts you may not be able
to recover from this illness, you’re too much in pain? You may have doubts about
your purpose?

Encounter Jesus today
and receive your miracle.

And not just see Him.

Follow Him.

And following Him is not
easy. But you and I, we are one
family. I welcome you home.

Receive your miracle today by following
Jesus. Are you ready to follow Jesus? It’s your
choice. But I hope you will. And when you do so,
receive His miracle into your life. Imagine Jesus
picking a fisherman to be one of his first disciples.

And by the way, the context here is, when
Jesus performed that miracle, it wasn’t for Simon
Peter alone. Remember, he had to ask for help.
Because they were a ton of blessings that came
from obeying Him.

Want to bless your family? Would you like to bless your colleagues,
your company? Would you like to bless your country? You are part of God’s Plan.
Your vote counts. Your lifestyle counts. Your posts count. Your mindset counts.

Be part of God’s miracle in your life. Be part of God’s miracle in your family,
In your community, in your company,, in your country.

By following Him, you say: If you say so, Lord...

Let’s come into prayer. Put your hands on your heart again..

Father, again, here we are. We need you. We surrender to you .

Continue to speak to us and transform us inside and out. Lord, it is Divine Mercy
Sunday. For those who are feeling unworthy, receive Your Mercy. We receive

Your Healing. And You said in Your Gospel today, “Peace be with you.”

And Lord, we receive that peace of heart, peace of mind. Peace in our relationship,
peace in our life. And with that grace, Lord, we trust in You. We will follow You this
day and for the rest of our life. In Jesus’ Name. Amen.
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Three Practical Ways To Follow Jesus

AUDEE VILLARAZA: We’re talking about following Jesus.
How do we follow Jesus? I’ll give you three practical ways.

The first way for us to follow Jesus—
it’s very simple— is we first need to believe
in Jesus.

And you know, belief is something
that is so relevant now, because belief is
something that’s personal. Like, you have
your beliefs, right? And when you believe in
something so much, | mean, you would die
for that belief. You would fight people for
that belief. Some people would even kill
others for that belief.

That’s why, you know, fake news is
real— when you believe in something and
then you make it your own, you think that
it’s the truth, you make it the truth. But
here’s something interesting that | found out
this week.

The Greek word
for belief is pisti. belief = “pisti”

1. Believe

That’s the same word that you would use to describe a nuisance candidate:
Isa siyang pisti— he is a pest. Ha-ha.

Pisti means trust, and confidence. So, when you believe in someone, that
explains why you trust that person. Because you believe and you have confidence
in that person.

May | ask you something very personal? How many of you believe in Jesus?
Raise your hands. Do you believe in Jesus? Let me ask you this: How come there
are times when you don’t actually trust Him? Like, you don’t have confidence
in what He says will come to pass?

Here’s my theory: It’s because, yes, we have doubts. Nothing wrong with
having doubts— we’re all human, after all.
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Mythbusters
I remember there was a show in the early 2000 called Mythbusters.
Mythbusters was a very amazing show. It was from the Discovery Channel

and it features a group of guys who did a

series of experiments— to test whether

a myth— a folk tale, a belief— was true

or not. And they refer to Science to either

debunk or prove if it was real.

o

MYTH@[!SEER

Like, they had an episode where

they tested this myth : if you shoot the gas tank of a car, will it explode? You ever
wondered if that was true? Like, Hollywood movies would portray it? So they
tested it, using scientific methods.

And then, another myth that they tried to debunk is: if you stepped on
quicksand, will you sink really quick and disappear from the face of the earth?

One of my favourites: they tested this
hypothetical theory when they asked this
question: Is it possible that Jack —in the
movie Titanic— could have survived if only
Rose was not too selfish to hug that floating
door? Could it be possible? Would it be
possible that Rose might have killed Jack?
That would completely change that song of
Celine Dion: Every night in my dreams, | see
you...That’s not a love song anymore.

It becomes a horror story: Every night | see you in my dreams...
Jack is haunting Rose because she’s guilty of killing him.

So, you would be surprised with these Mythbusters — revealing that some
of the things that we thought was impossible was actually possible.
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Download: Who Is Jesus to You?

Sometimes whenever we read the Bible, when
we look at the stories in the Bible, that’s what we
say. We’re like, you know, “This is not real: You
cannot split an ocean into two then walk in the
middle of them. That’s not true. You cannot kill a
giant with just one rock. That’s not real. You
cannot turn water into wine. That’s not true. And
you cannot raise people from the dead.”

NEWS FLASH, my friends: That’s why it’s
called belief. The Bible says that we walk by faith
and not by sight.

Sometimes, we tend to just over-analyze too many things in this life
that we cannot comprehend and we say, “That’s not real. That’s not true, | don’t
believe that.”

But that’s why it’s called faith. There are places where Jesus will take you to
today that will require you to trust Him and not to think about it any more. Just as
He asked Peter who followed Him and obeyed Him— even though they fished all
night in that same exact spot. I mean, would you believe that? “Uh, Jesus we did
this already all night.”

Do you have that kind of faith to trust Jesus even if it doesn’t make sense?
Even if you are unsure, even if it’s unknown. That’s the kind of belief that I believe
we should have. And make no mistake about this: your belief should also mature.
You need to grow in belief.

Our son Ethan, he’s turning 5 years old this year. | don’t know if parents can
relate to this. Parents, you have teenagers at home, or young adults at home.
Correct me if I’'m wrong. Is there ever a time that you still treat them like they’re
12 years old? Ethan is now 5 years old, but time to time, I still treat him like he’s
only 2 years old. I’'m stuck with that definition of Ethan as this little boy who
doesn’t know how to walk or run, or he’ll get into danger.

Let me just say this: Some of you are stuck with an old definition of who
Jesus is. Like, you’re stuck with this 20-year-old definition of who Jesus is. You’re
stuck in that grade school definition of who Jesus is. And | know that you know
God doesn’t change. But we also all know that God is constantly revealing Himself
to you and me. And so, if you’re with that thinking that “This is Jesus to me. This
is it.”— You need a new upgrade. You need a fresh download of who Jesus is.
Because if you only know Him as the Savior, He’s so much more than that. God is
more. He’s more than just your Savior. He’s more than just your Provider. He’s
more than just your Companion. He’s more than just your Encourager.
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God Is More

God is more. And He wants to get to know
you. He wants you to also get to know Him.
That’s why grow in belief. | believe that believing
in God is not just a one-time event that you’re
doing. That’s it.

Growing in God, believing in God, is a daily
decision that you need to make. Just like loving your
spouse, you know. Like loving people. It’s a daily

decision that you make. Even if you don’t feel
like loving that person today— because you said
you’re going to love that person, you make that
decision every day.

2. Belong

The second way to follow Jesus is a little still

simple. So, after you believe in Jesus, now you start to belong.

| want to introduce to you somebody | met just last Sunday. Her
name is Aisha. | met Aisha here during our Grand Easter Feast. She’d
been messaging me on. Instagram, asking stuff about The Feast, and she
was able to attend. And | met her right after the Grand Easter Feast, by
accident, outside, and she told me she came all the way from Mindoro.
Mindoro is a little far, but she comes from the farther part of Mindoro.
So, guess how long it took her to get from Mindoro to here: 13 hours.

Some of you were not able to join us in our Grand Easter Feast.
That’s fine. What’s important is that you’re here. God is more concerned
about your present than your past. He’s more concerned about your story now than
your history. He’s more concerned about your future.

And so, Aisha told me she came to The Feast alone. And by the time that she
left, she wasn’t alone anymore. She left with a spiritual family.

Here she is with the

friends she met— the
Light Group friends

she reunited with.
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You Belong Here

Following Jesus brings people together. It brought together Simon Peter,
Andrew, James, and John. And yes, they were business partners already— but
following Jesus brought them together even more. It brought Nathaniel and Philip
to find the other disciples to follow Jesus.

How many of you can admit this? That it brought some really good people
in your life— when you started following Jesus? Isn’t that true? Some of the best
people I know in my life, that I’'m privileged to call as my mentors, my best
friends, the sponsors in my wedding, the ninongs, godparents of my children —
they all believe in Jesus as well.

Because following Jesus makes you feel you belong. Even if some of you
feel, “I don’t belong here, Bro. Audee... Because of my sins, the things I did 20
years ago...I’ve been abused, molested... | don’t belong in the Church of God...”

I’ve got news for you: You belong here. Not because of your credentials.
Not because of your achievements. Not because of your status. You belong here
because your admission was purchased by the Blood of Jesus Christ.

You belong here.
PP | believe that the Church
LA RN of God is not a country club

gy V¢ — where because you are
somebody, you belong.
That’s how membership
works, right?

The Church of God is not like that.
The Church of God is more of a
community that because you already
belong— while you were still a sinner,
Christ already forgave you, He already accepted you— because you already
belong, you can believe that you can become somebody.

That’s the second way. As you believe in Jesus, you start to belong.
You start to belong to this beautiful, crazy, loud family.
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And then the third way: You start to:

3. Become

How do you follow Jesus?
Believe in Him. Belong to Him.
Spend time with Him,

Learn from Him.

The more you behold Him, the more you become like Him.

| want to explain this, and walk with you in this point because this is
something that | struggled with all week long, trying to understand this.

The reason Jesus blessed Peter with a miracle that day was not because He
wanted to just solve the problem of Peter. We all know that Peter had problems.
The reason Jesus blessed Peter with a miracle that day was not simply to bless him,
and remove the problems. It was so much deeper than that. Usually, when Jesus
works, He doesn’t just work on the surface level. He works on the deeper level,
or the source of what needs to happen in your life. He works deep within—
Spiritual surgery. And what was Jesus doing here?

Imagine that, you know, Peter had been problematic— trying to pay off his
debts. Some of you here doing the same thing— trying to experience financial
freedom. Some of you are praying for the same thing.

And Peter thought that he needed fish. So, he fished. He even fished at night.
And on Shabbat, the holy day of rest— is which is illegal to the Jews, by the way.
But Peter did it. Why? Because he was desperate.

Some of you know exactly what I’m talking about— because you know
what it’s like to be desperate, don’t you? To know the problem that you have
experienced, and sometimes you get so desperate, you don’t know what to do.

And so, that morning, after Peter fished all night, Jesus came. And Peter
had a problem. And Jesus knew Peter had a problem. Jesus knew what Peter
needed. Peter thought he needed fish. But Jesus knew he needed a Lamb instead.

Sometimes, when you get too preoccupied with the problems you have, you
know what happens? You tend not to focus on the bigger issue— the deeper issue.
You think that your problem is the most important thing. But what’s more
important than your problem? It’s the Presence of Jesus in your life.
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Christianity Is a Relationship

Jesus has the power to solve all your
problems. He’s the source of all solutions.
Peter needed fish to sell. But what did
Jesus do? He filled up an entire boat with
fish— to simply say, “You needed
enough? I’m going to give you more
than enough.”

That’s what Jesus wants to do
in your life.

You think that, “I only need this
much, Jesus.”

But Jesus says, “I’m going to give

you more than what you need.”

Because the moment that Jesus removed the problem, what happened?

Peter now saw and he felt the Presence of Jesus.

You know, sometimes what happens to us is that when we have a problem,
we don’t run to Jesus right away, do we? Do you agree with me? He becomes
the last option. He becomes, you know, the break-glass-in-case-of-emergency.

The last resort: “I did everything everything I could,

Jesus. Now it’s your turn.”

Again, how many of you are parents? Parents, would it be okay if your child,
will only approach you whenever there’s a problem? And, you know, good times,
they’ll just ignore you. That’s terrible, right?

God is a father. If we only approach God whenever times are bad, guess
what? It’s not a relationship.

At its essence, you want to know what Christianity is? Christianity is not just
following a bunch of rules and behaving like you’re a good boy or a good girl so
that you can get to Heaven one day. Christianity is not only helping people but at
its core, Christianity is about following Jesus. That’s it. It’s about a relationship
with Jesus. And so, if you don’t even have that relationship, you’re just running
to Him very time you need something—*Lord, there’s a bill that needs to be paid.
Lord, there’s a sickness that needs to be healed. Lord, there’s a relationship that
needs to be restored.”

That not’s a relationship.
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Catch a Break

| remember the story about a young man who was
asking advice from an older man who has been married
for 50 years.

The young man says to the old guy, “What is your
secret to staying married, you know, for that long? Um,
how do you tell your wife that you love her every day?”

The old man smiles and says, “It’s easy young man.
Fifty years ago | married her and | told her I love her. And
then, | said, if anything changes after that, I’1l be sure to
let her know.”

Somebody say, that’s not a relationship. If you want
to grow in a relationship with Jesus, you got to be with
Him as much as you can. And tell Him, “T love You.” Tell Him, “I thank You.”

That’s what a relationship is.

I want to close with this part of the story. | try to imagine Peter
with this problem...And | imagine you are also gripping and struggling
with your own difficulties...

| imagine that with all the things going on in the life of Simon Peter, he was
always thinking... he tried to do his best. He fished all night. He fished during the
day. He was a fisherman but he couldn’t catch fish. Couldn’t catch a break.

I wonder if some of you feel like that. Been working so hard but just can’t
catch that promotion. Been trying so hard to have kids but can’t seem to catch that
break. Been trying so hard to look for a date but can’t catch that break.

Sometimes, that’s how it feels: Peter thinking, “I can’t catch a break.”

Until that fateful morning. When Jesus showed up, He just completely
turned the life of Peter around.

Peter had been praying and he had been working to get fish. But what he
thought he needed was actually not the thing he really needed. What he thought
was a solution to his problem was actually just a short-term solution.

And that’s what | want to speak to you today: That sometimes, the solution
that you’re praying for is actually not really the long-term solution— because the
long-term solution is Jesus Himself. He is the solution in your life.

And so, maybe, | imagine Peter was saying, “I can’t catch a break...”

Until that morning that he finally caught so much fish, that he had so much to pay
for his debts.
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Let Jesus Break the Endless Loop

The break that Peter actually needed—
and the break that you actually need— let me just
say this:

The break that Jesus gave to Peter —
that he did not expect —was that Jesus broke that
endless cycle.

Jesus wants to break the cycle that you have.
The cycle of dependencies. The cycle of bad
habits that you’ve planted in your life. He wants to
break those old addictions that you have. That
endless cycle that’s controlling your life.

And right now, this is the beautiful moment
that we are in front of Jesus.

I know that you have that problem deep within you. But don’t just pray for
Jesus to solve that problem. Pray for Jesus to break that whole cycle. So that you
will start seeing Him for who He is. Yes, the problem sometimes will still be there.
But hey, when you see Jesus, you know that there is Somebody bigger than
your problem.

So, in the Presence of Jesus right now, | want to lead you in this moment
of Worship. This moment will be complete if you allow the Power of Jesus to
penetrate through you. | can’t do it. Bro. Didoy can’t do it. None of us can do it
for you. You need to be the one to do it.

And so, with your arms stretched outward, | want you to think about it:
the endless loops that get repeated again and again every day in your life. | don’t
know what it is. Maybe it’s a dependency. Maybe it’s a belief. Maybe it’s an old
thinking. Maybe it’s something that was passed on to you — by your parents, by
your grandparents, by your friends. Maybe it’s a bad habit that’s controlling you.

Allow Jesus to come, to be around us— front, back, center, and all around us
— to heal the broken parts of ourself, so that we can finally see Jesus for who He
is and what He can do for us. And so with our arms stretched outward, let’s pray:

Father we offer to you the thing in our life that does not come from you. That
comes from the world that has broken us, that continues to break us. And we offer
this to you right now as we put it at your feet. We surrender it to you Jesus. We 're
tired— tired of running around, tired of being scared, tired of being cautious, tired
of being insecure. Jesus, we want you to come so that we can see You and know
You.We want to trust You and have confidence in You. We believe in Y  ou, Jesus.
We declare that we belong to You. And Father, as we worship You make us more
like You.This is our prayer. In Jesus’ Name.
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Mercy Ministries

And my God will supply all your needs according
to His riches in glory in Christ Jesus.
—Philippians 4:19

PAG-ASA NG PAMILYA Part5s
Double Grant

PAG-ASA NG PAMILYA is a foundation providing
scholarships for youth in need.
Pag-asa has given me a double grant—academic
as well as spiritual
Life wasn’t actually easy for my family.
It was a struggle for my parents Alan and Joselyn
to provide for the education of my siblings John, Jastine,
Jerome, and me.
Elementary and high school were not so much a
problem because there were the public schools
that offered free tuition. By JASMIN DE LA CRUZ
I went to Pugad Lawin High School in Quezon City where we live.
Still, it was a struggle for us to afford other expenses— for required school
activities and for materials for projects.
Blessings
By God’s grace, my mom became an employe of Shepherd’s Voice
Publications Inc. (SVP), a spin-off Ministry of the Light of Jesus Family,
the faith community founded by Bro. Bo Sanchez.
Since she was with SVP, Mom eventually came to know about
Pag-asa ng Pamilya.
In 2014, my mother applied for a scholarship for me. And by God’s mercy,
| received the scholarship grant that very year.
I’m now in my second year in college at Bestlink College of the Philippines,
working on a degree as Bachelor of Science in Hospitality Management.
And now, | don’t worry anymore where to get cash for my school needs,
even for my food and transportation.
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The Feast
Since she was with SVP, Mom also eventually came to know about
The Feast, the weekly faith gathering of the Light of Jesus.

So, since we were kids, my mother has been bringing my siblings and me
to The Feast at the Philippine International Convention Center (PICC).

And Mom signed us up to join the Awesome Kids Ministry which takes care
of the children while the parents attend The Feast. And there, | learned a lot—
how to write, draw, and talk to God through prayer. | learned to relate
harmoniously with the children as well as our Ministry servants —
building the self-confidence I still have to this day.

I will never forget those happy times during my childhood at The Feast.

At left, here we are with
Bro. Bo Sanchez during
an LOJ Team Building event
in 2018, from left: mother
Joselyn; little brother Jerome;
Bro. Bo; little sister Jastine;
eldest brother John Rol; me;
and father Alan De La Cruz.

And at right, here | am making the Victory
sign as | ham it up with my friends at The Feast,
Rovie Joy Pinkian and Jose Angelo Vasquez.

Yes, Victory is how | define my life now—
made possible through the Pag-asa ng Pamilya
and the Light of Jesus Feast.

And | am simply grateful Mom applied for
a Pag-asa grant for me. | am doubly grateful she
brought us kids to The Feast. | can say that the lessons I learn at The Feast help me
in living my life focused in faith.

Still, there are more lessons | am excited to learn— academic and spiritual.
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< / Blessings

Bright as Sunshine

CLOUDLESS sky, blue hills
behind me, trees, ornamental
plants to my left, and to my right,
a concrete house with fence
bright as sunshine.

The beautiful scenery
does not describe my life—
before | became a Pag-asa ng
Pamilya scholar.

My father Ronaldo is a
carpenter and my mother Emily
is a housewife. My father’s
income wasn’t enough for my
school expenses. I hardly had
money for my transportation
from our house to my school.

I hardly had money By VENCENT MAHUSAY

for materials required for my school projects.

With not much budget for my studies, my parents enrolled me in a public
school— at the Kaysakat National High School in Antipolo City.
Noticing my financial lack, my senior high teacher, Ma’am Jeanne
Marigondon, bless her, helped me to apply for a Pag-asa ng Pamilya scholarship.
And I received the grant in 2017, just when | graduated from senior high
and was starting college.
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Bright Life

I am now in second year college,
at the Rizal Technology University University,
taking up the course for a degree as Bachelor
of Science in Civil Engineering (BSCE).

With the Pag-asa grant, I now have money
for my school needs such as a scientific
calculator that is essential in engineering
and a laptop | need in designing and writing
my thesis.
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At left, here | am with
friends after we passed our
Remedial Exam at Rizal
Technological University,
from left: me, Jaspher Alura,
and Dexter Buitizon

Below left, here | am
with my classmates at the
Rizal Tech Civil Engineering
building, standing, from left:
me, Jaspher Alura;
front: Gabriel Hicarte, CJ
Puno, Dexter Buitizon; the
ladies girls are Arianne Arada,
Princess Abad, and Jessielyn
Dela Cruz.

Wide campus, blue
and white school building,
green lawn, colorful RTU
acronym, and smiling friends
— these now describe my life
as a Pag-asa scholar.
| am deeply grateful.



7 -\
@M

Thank You!

The Feast Family, now organized as the Feast Mercy Ministries,
Is a spin-off ministry of the Light of Jesus Family founded by Bro. Bo Sanchez,
earlier named as Kerygma Family, a unique online, non-physical, borderless,
international community of friends who support each other’s personal growth.

Partner beneficiaries of the Feast Mercy Ministries flourish because of your
generous support.

Thank you for being with us. We pray that you find your daily source of
inspiration from the resources that we send to you. We pray too that you may
consider giving to The Feast Family. No gift is too small.

Thank you very much in advance for your gift. Our prayer is that God will
continue to reward you as you give.

FOR EXISTING DONORS:

Thank you for the Love. Your monthly donation helps us continue extending
support to our Light of Jesus spin-off organizations, including our partner
beneficiaries. Your gift will sustain our operations and, we hope, help us reach
out to the persons our Lord has called us to make disciples and give them
renewed hope.

Be a Feast Family member. Write or call us. Now.
Email Address: jocelyn@kerygmafamily.com
Website:https://kerygmafamily.com

Telephone Numbers: 8725-9999/ Fax 725-1230
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Our Partner Beneficiaries

Email Address: mercyministries@feast.ph Website: www.feastmercyministries.com

Jeremiah 33 Foundation

is a shelter for girls for pregnant women in crisis.

particularly vict
of sexual abuse.

ims

He Cares Mission
provides shelter

Grace To Be Born is a halfway home

for street children. Pag-asa ng Pamilya Foundation m&;\

gives scholarships to poor students.

Jesus Christ Cares for Cancer
provides financial assistance and pastoral care
for indigent cancer patients.

The Light of Jesus Pastoral Care Center ministers to those who are emotionally

and spiritually wounded.

H.A.l.LL. MARY is acronym for Healthcare Assistance

for Indigents and Lepers of Mary, adopting the Blessed
Mother as the patroness of its mission to eradicate leprosy
in Abra within 8-10 years.

©

H.A.LL. MARY INC.

Healthcare Assistance for Indigent Lepers

The Light of Jesus Disaster Recovery Ministry provides evacuation assistance,

relief goo

LIGHT OF JESUS FAMILY
DISASTER RECOVERY MINISTRY

ds, financial aid, and other needs of calamity victims.

The Light of Jesus Prison Ministry brings Jesus
to the Correctional Institution for Women
to give the women hope for a new life of dignity.

Anawim Lay Missions Foundation provides a home for poor elderly who have

been abandoned by their family and have nowhere else to go.

anawim
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CHOOSE HOW YOU WANT TO GIVE

1. Donate ONLINE (through credit card) Go to www. kerygmafamily.com
and click ‘DONATE’ box Paypal | US Donations.

2. Pick Up from Your House or Office

(Metro Manila Only) Cash or Checks Address Checks to Shepherds

Voice Radio and Television Foundation and call Joy at (+632) 725 -9999 loc 112 or
text (+63) 922-828-9890 and we’ll pick them up from your home or office.

3. Mail 12 Post-Dated Checks to Our Office

For US and CANADA: Address Checks to Kerygma Family, 848

Rainbow Blvd # 1937, Las Vegas, NV 89107

For Other Countries/Philippines: Address Check to Shepherd’s

Voice Radio and Television Foundation and mail (registered mail) to Shepherds
Voice, 60 Chicago St., Cubao, Quezon City, Philippines 1109

4. Directly Deposit to Our Bank Accounts. Deposit to Shepherds VVoice Account
in any branch of these banks:

Account name: Shepherd’s VVoice Radio and Television Foundation

BPI: Savings Account no: 0123-4849-67 Cubao Aurora Branch

Banco de Oro Savings Account no: 3970019804 General Araneta, Cubao Branch
Banco de Oro - Savings Account no. 160506123 SM Cubao Branch

PNB - Current Account no. 371157500015 SSS branch

Metrobank-Savings Account no. 265-3-26509112-2 e Rodriguez Branch

Allied Bank Savings Account no. 3160-12345-1 E Rodriguez Branch

Union Bank Savings Account no. 00-206-000940-1 Tektite Branch

Note: Text, Fax or email to us your name, date and amount of deposit, and the
branch of the bank where you deposited your donation, or fax the deposit slip to us.
Email us at support@kerygmafamily.com or text us at (63) 922-828-9890/

(63) 998-968-4416 or Fax to (+632) 725-1230.
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FAMILY

5] ONLINE
NEWSMAGAZINE

The Feast Family online newsmagazine is produced
by the Shepherd’s Voice Radio and Television Foundation,
which is also our partner beneficiary, with editorial services
by the Light of Jesus Family Library Ministry.

Founder: Bo Sanchez

Mercy Ministries Chairman Editor-in-Chief Chief Photographer
Hermie Morelos Cynthia U. Santiago Edmundo L. Santiago
Feast International

Region Head Reporter-Writer

Vic Espariol Cybill P. Bayto

Media Ministries

Executive Director Contributors

Randy Borromeo The Feast Builders

Finance Officer Publication Consultant

Rowena Cequefia Chelle Crisanto

Human Resources Manager
Erika Ventura
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Shepherd’s Voice

Radio and TV Foundation Inc.

For Feast locations,
go to

www.feast.ph

or
download The Feast app

GETITON
» Google Play

£ Download on the
. App Store

the
FEAST on

For comments, article contributions, write or call us:
Email Address: lojlibrary2819@gmail.com
Landline phone numbers: 8725-9999, Fax 725-1230
Mobile phone: 0998-953-0657

Go and make disciples of all men.
— Matthew 28:19
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